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Sacramento Area Sacramento Area 
Council of Council of Council of Council of 

GovernmentsGovernments

6 counties6 counties

22 cities

2.2 million people



SACOG Roles: SACOG Roles: 
Regional Regional Regional Regional 
Transportation PlanTransportation Plan

F d l l i i l t t ti l• Federal law requires regional transportation plans
• RTP is for 25 years+
• $40 Billion+ in expenditures – variety of sources$40 Billion  in expenditures variety of sources
• California only state to devolve much decision-making 

on transportation funds to regions (from state)
Updated 4 year cycles• Updated 4 year cycles

• Must comply with Cal. Env. Quality Act (covers GHG)
• Must meet Federal Clean Air Act (does not yet cover ( y

GHG)
• In future must meet new state law linking climate 

change transportation land use and housing planningchange, transportation, land use and housing planning 
(SB375)



SACOG Roles: SACOG Roles: 
Regional Housing Regional Housing Regional Housing Regional Housing 
PlanPlan

• State requires regions to distribute responsibility 
to zone for 8 years housing demand to localto zone for 8 years housing demand to local 
governments

• Until SB375 only limited connections betweenUntil SB375 only limited connections between 
Reg Transportation and Housing Plans



SACOG Roles: Land SACOG Roles: Land 
Use Scenario Use Scenario Use Scenario Use Scenario 
PlanningPlanning

• Cities/counties = final authority; however,
• Five years ago SACOG adopted 50 year• Five years ago SACOG adopted 50 year 

regional growth vision (Blueprint)
• Most cities/counties actively implementing y p g

Blueprint
• Regional scenario planning

– Portland, OR first in mid-1990’s
– California now most aggressive statewide



Blueprint: How to Blueprint: How to 
Best Manage Best Manage Best Manage Best Manage 
Growth?Growth?



An Aging An Aging g gg g
PopulationPopulation

Data from Center for the Continuing Study 
f th C lif i Eof the California Economy



Smart Growth Smart Growth Smart Growth Smart Growth 
PrinciplesPrinciples

• Housing Choice
Transportation Choice• Transportation Choice

• Compact Development
U E i ti A t• Use Existing Assets

• Mix Uses
• High Quality Design
• Protect Natural Resources



InformationInformation--driven planningdriven planning

Base Case 
Scenario: 
(MEPLAN -
Land 
Economics)

Regional Transport: 
(SACMET/4Ds), now 

Alternative 
Scenarios: 
(PLACE3S -Economics) activity-based model 
( C S
Relative impacts)



Citizen Input  Citizen Input  ——
Thousands involved, Thousands involved, ,,
use interactive use interactive 
II--PLACE3S softwarePLACE3S software



Regional Forum 2004 Regional Forum 2004 Regional Forum 2004 Regional Forum 2004 
–– 1400 people1400 people



Elected Officials Elected Officials Elected Officials Elected Officials 
Summit Summit –– Oct. ‘04Oct. ‘04



Base Base 
CaseCase

Urban Urban 
Footprint Footprint Footprint Footprint 
—— 20502050



PreferredPreferred
ScenarioScenario

Urban Urban 
Footprint Footprint Footprint Footprint 
—— 20502050



Expanding urban Expanding urban 
core plus small core plus small core plus small core plus small 
satellite citiessatellite cities





Blueprint  & Blueprint  & 
Transportation Transportation Transportation Transportation 
Options Options 

Example of a corridor before investment



Blueprint  & Blueprint  & 
Transportation Transportation Transportation Transportation 
OptionsOptions

The corridor begins to transform with new investment



Blueprint  & Blueprint  & 
Transportation Transportation Transportation Transportation 
OptionsOptions

A thriving multi-modal corridor emergesA thriving multi modal corridor emerges



L  U b  L dL  U b  L dLess Urban LandLess Urban Land





2005 VMT Per Household2005 VMT Per Household



Very Low VMT Prototypes (Group Very Low VMT Prototypes (Group 
1)1)

A Mid S
B

• A = Midtown Sacramento
• B = Downtown Marysville

A



Very High VMT Prototypes (Group Very High VMT Prototypes (Group 
5)5)

• A = El Dorado Foothills• A = El Dorado Foothills
• B = Wilton
• C = Knight’s Landing

D
C  Knight s Landing

• D = Linda

A
C

B



Areas of Improvement:  2005 VMT / Areas of Improvement:  2005 VMT / 
HHHH

Folsom/El Dorado Hills



Areas of Improvement:  2035 MTP Areas of Improvement:  2035 MTP 
VMT / HHVMT / HH

Folsom/El Dorado Hills

Red > Orange

Orange > Yellow



Regionwide VMT and Regionwide VMT and Regionwide VMT and Regionwide VMT and 
GHG benefitsGHG benefits

• New growth 10% to 30% lower VMT/capita
New growth 15% to 40% lower GHG/capita• New growth 15% to 40% lower GHG/capita

• Range of benefit most sensitive to:
A i t th l d– Aggressive smart growth land use

– Amount of transit investment
– Price of gas



CoCo BenefitsBenefitsCoCo--BenefitsBenefits

• Lower cost of infrastructure ($16 billion)
1/3 reduction in water demand• 1/3 reduction in water demand

• Energy savings
L t ffi ti• Lower traffic congestion

• Less time devoted to daily travel
• Personal health



California Senate Bill California Senate Bill California Senate Bill California Senate Bill 
375 (Steinberg)375 (Steinberg)

• Passed in 2008
Integrates global warming transportation land• Integrates global warming, transportation, land 
use and housing planning

• Focused on regions• Focused on regions
• California Air Resources Board to provide 

greenhouse gas emission targets for Regionalgreenhouse gas emission targets for Regional 
Transportation Plans



SB 375 Does 4 ThingsSB 375 Does 4 ThingsSB 375 Does 4 ThingsSB 375 Does 4 Things

• Adds new Sustainable Communities Strategy to the Regional 
Transportation Plan – leveraging existing transportation funding 
incentives to support growth in good locations.pp g g

• Adds new CEQA provisions to incentivize land use decisions that 
implement the Sustainable Communities Strategy.

• Adds new modeling provisions to accurately account for the 
transportation and global warming impacts of land use decisions.

• Adds a new provision for determining the regional need for housing 
so that it will be consistent with the Sustainable Communities 
Strategy.



SB375 focused on SB375 focused on SB375 focused on SB375 focused on 
cars and light truckscars and light trucks



Better land use patterns Better land use patterns 
can have a dramatic can have a dramatic 
effect, but they take effect, but they take 
time.time.

• The state is growing at 1 8% per year We can onlyThe state is growing at 1.8% per year.  We can only 
affect the location of the new development.

• In order to meet the AB 32 goal for 2020, we will need 
several years of better development patterns.

• Improved growth can make a difference over time.  52% 
of the buildings in 2030 are yet to be constructedof the buildings in 2030 are yet to be constructed.



BLUEPRINT PHASE BLUEPRINT PHASE BLUEPRINT PHASE BLUEPRINT PHASE 
II: RURALII: RURAL--URBAN URBAN 
CONNECTIONS CONNECTIONS 
STRATEGYSTRATEGYSTRATEGYSTRATEGY

What is the formula forWhat is the formula for 
economic success for the 
farm and small town 
economies?economies?



Agricultural Agricultural 
CommoditiesCommoditiesCommoditiesCommodities

Sacramento Area Council of Governments



Board of Directors Board of Directors Board of Directors Board of Directors 
Rural Lands ToursRural Lands Tours



Sacramento Area Council of Governments












